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LECTURES. 


lectures on the Iris and Choroid and their 
Diseases. 
By Laurence TurnsBui, M.D., 
Ophthalmic Surgeon to the Howard Hospital. 
No. 3. 

Mydriasis or Abnormal Dilation of the Pupil.— 
In my last lecture, I spoke of this condition, 
and gave an example of a case in which it was 
produced by the application of extract of bella- 
donna, or a solution of its active principle; this 
form of dilation is not permanent, but to-day I 
show you two cases in which it is permanent- 
In the first, it arises from detachment of ibe 
retina, and posterior effusion. In the second, 
itis the effect of paralysis of the third cerebral 
neve. There are other causes which produce 
this condition, namely, dyspepsia, intestine 
irritation from worms, rheumatism, neuralgia, 
and excess in venery. There is still another 
cause, namely, the passage of a large diseased 
trystaline Jens in the operation of extraction. 
Now, it is a matter of great importance to your 
patient to be informed at once if this condition 
depends upon diseased retina or simple mydria- 
tis. By a simple experiment you can set the 
matter atrest. Take a card and make a pin hole 
through it, and let the patient hold it close to 
hiseye. In the case of the patient with dis- 
cased retina, no improvement followed its use, 
but in a case in which the iris had been dilated 
from solution of atropia with a sound retina, 
the could see perfectly. In the case of Richard 
E,, aged 31, with paralysis of the third pair of 
terves, the vision was double and confused, in 
tonsequence of the defective adjustment this 
Patient could see and also could read by the 
tid of convex glasses. 

Treatment.—Loss of nervous power is to be 
treated by stimulating liniments, containing 





nux vomica or strychnia, with the preparations 
of iron, quinine, and nux vomica, internally. In 
rheumatic cases, small doses of acetate and car- 
bonate of potassa, with Dover’s powder at night, 
correcting the condition of the stomach with 
mild aperients. In cases of children in which 
worms are the supposed cause, the internal 
use of santonin in combination with bitter 
infusion and tonics. 

The treatment in the case of paralysis of the 
third nerve will be as follows: 

Dry cupping to the nape of the neck, and an 
occasional application of the artificial leech 
over the orbit, with the following pills: 

RK. Hydrargyri bichloridi, 
Strychnia, 44 gr. ji. 
Cinchonie sulph., gr. xxiv. 
Ft. mass et in pil., No. xii., div. 

Signa, one pill three times a day. 

As the case progresses, apply tincture iodini 
to the orbital region and eyelid. 

Mr. White Cooper has known mydriasis to 
follow blows upon the eye; he has seen more 
than one instance in which it came on in a 
week or two after the accident, apparently 
from paralysis of the iris; in his hands it has 
not yielded to treatment readily, and gives rise 
to unpleasant confusion of vision. He has 
found the use of a stimulating embrocation to 
the brow, and bichloride of mercury, with tinc- 
ture of nux vomica internally, to yield the best 
results. 

Myosis.—This is the opposite condition of the 
iris, tumid myosis, in which “the pupil is very 
considerably below the medium size, perfectly 
regular, extremely limited, and slow in mo- 
tions, scarcely dilating at all when the patient 
passes into a dark place, and yielding little to 
the influence of belladonna. Both eyes are 
generally affected. The patient’s vision is ob- 
scure, especially in weak light.” 

Exciting Causes.—F requent and long-continued 
employment of the eyes in the examination of 
minute objects. 
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Treatment.—The eyes should be shaded ; read- 
ing, writing, and similar laborious occupation 
of the sight should be avoided; exercise in the 
country; and the patient should retire to rest 
at an early hour.* 

After a blow upon the eye and extraction of 
cataract there is sometimes left an “‘ Iridodonesis 
or Tremulous Iris.” 

The first case in which I saw it, was in an 
old lady, who had been operated upon by Dr. 
Fox for the removal of a cataract ; it did not in 
her case interfere much with vision, but it is 
frequently connected with a fluid condition of 
the vitreous humor, and would lead us to sus- 
pect a diseased condition of the retina. 

Great care in the use of the eyes is our only 
treatment of this abnormal condition. 

Another condition of the iris, the result of a 
blow on the eye, is the partial or entire separation 
of the iris from its ciliary attachment. 

This is always the result of a severe blow 
upon the eye, and causes great pain, with effu- 
sion of blood. 

The following cases present examples of 
this form of injury. Martin Haley, aged twenty- 
three years, a miner, from Minerville, Schuyl- 
kill Co., Pa., came to the hospital August 28, 
1856. He stated, that about a week before, 
while mining, a piece of coal struck the eye 
with great force, and from that moment his 
vision was gone. On examination of the eye, 
there was found inflammation of the whole 
globe, the eye projecting forward; the anterior 
chamber was filled with a mixture of blood,which 
obscured all behind it. By the free use of 
leeches, with purgatives, and small doses of 
calomel, this effusion was changed into a light 
yellow color, so that with a lens and a solution 
of atropia, I found almost one-half of the iris 
was detached, but I was unable to make an 
ophthalmoscopic examination. Sep. 1, directed 
again two dozen American leeches, and con- 
‘tinued the solution of atropia. Sept.10, much im- 
proved, able to distinguish objects, with the new 
artificial pupil, the iris having entirely covered 
the old one; he was then discharged at his own 
request. Iwas in doubt for some time whether 
or not he had detachment of the retina, but 
was much pleased with the result. 

“On July 18th, 1851, I was sent for to a phy- 
sician who had met with an accident the pre- 
vious day. Whilst playing at cricket, with his 
sons, a pebble flew up and struck his right eye 
on the inner side, at the junction of the cornea 
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with the sclerotica; the shock was so great, 
and the pain so acute, that his first impression 
was that he had been shot. When I saw him, 
the eye was ecchymosed and inflamed, the 
pupil widely dilated, iris tremulous, and de 
tached at the point corresponding with that 
struck by the pebble. The pupil was also 
somewhat displaced downward and outward, 
and was slightly oval in form. 

‘“*Leeches were used, and he was brought 
under the influence of mercury. The inflam- 
mation gradually subsided, and the power of 
vision slowly returned, though when I saw my 
patient twelve months afterward, the sight 
was not equal to its condition before the acci- 
dent.’’* 


Mr. Middlemore remarks that great confu- 
sion of vision may arise from a supplementary 
aperture in the iris, and that it may be desirable 
to make the two pupils into one, by dividing 
the intervening portion of iris, but in the case 
I have recorded, there was less confusion than 
might have been expected. I considered there 
was no absolute necessity for operative inter- 
ference. 

Accidental Wounds and Operations upon the Tris.— 
Although, as you now can well understand, 
the iris is a highly vascular structure, yet clean, 
incised wounds and operations upon it are not 
as painful as we would suppose, and do not 
give rise to much inflammation, even when cut 
and torn, unless the iris is diseased or the ope- 
ration be performed roughly. But, as I have 
already demonstrated to you, that, when injury 
or wounds of the iris, or even undue pressure 
from a displaced lens, the most serious conse 
quences may result, and the inflammation tra- 
versing along from the iris to the choroid and 
retina, blindness is occasionally the result,or the 
pupil is closed by a deposit of fibrine, and all 
useful vision is gone, nothing, in these cases, 
but a speedy extraction of the hard lens will 
save the eye; but there are other cases where 
there are wounds of the cornea with prolapsus 
of the iris, and these are to be treated as follows: 
—lst, to act on both irides by dropping into the 
eye a solution of two grains of sulphate of atro- 
pia to the ounce of water, or painting the eye 
lids and eyebrows with moistened English ex- 
tract of belladonna; 2d, to bring the patient 
under the influence of chloroform or sulphuric 
ether, or a mixture of both, which I prefer, 
and which favors the dilatation of the pupil 
and enables us to examine composedly and pre- 





* Mackenzie, p. 830. 





* Wm. White Cooper. 
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rents the patient from opposing any resistance 
tothe use of instruments which are necessary 
in returning the prolapsus ; 3d, by the use of 
gentle, continued friction to the closed upper 
lid; 4th, should this fail, with the blunt fig.s. 
end of a small probe, or the little spa- 
tula of Beer or Dixon, (see fig. 5,) endea- 
vor to replace the iris. If the prolapsus 
should swell out like a bag, on being 
emptied by the puncture of a delicate nee- 
ile, it will shrink back into its natural 
lace; 5th, if the wound of the cornea is 
very small, so that the prolapsed portion 
of iris is firmly girt and the instrument 
cannot enter, enlarge the wound with a 
delicate knife, and then repeat the at- 
tempt at reduction ; 6th, should all these 
means fail, cut off with a pair of scissors 
the prolapsed piece of iris. 

The following case will illustrate some 
of the difficulties met with and their treat- 
went : 

E. W., aged eighteen, a bar-tender, ap- 

plied to the hospital, March, 18, 1860, with 
severe wound of the cornea and iris, with 
prolapsus, caused by a piece of glass from 
the explosion of a bottle of mineral wa- 
ter. The piece of glass was shown co- 
vered with blood, and the anterior cham- 
ber was filled with blood. 
He was placed in a dark room, applied 
soft English extract of belladonna around 
the brow, and, carefully introducing the 
blunt end of a probe, pressed back the 
displaced iris and applied a bandage to 
support it, the wound involving a portion 
of the sclerotica. 

Diet, mild and liquid. 

2th. Pain; blood not being entirely ab- 
sorbed, directed two dozen American leeches 
around the brow. 

23d. Pain still severe and considerable tume- 
faction. Directed him bled, (f3viii,) with pur- 
gative, 

25th. Fluid in the anterior chamber; iris 
almost all in interior; two or three projecting 
pieces, which scratch the eye; cut off the ex- 
cess of iris with a small pair of scissors ; ap- 


plied ten grains solution of nitrate of silver to 
the wound. 


2th. Iris still in the wound; lymph has 
been thrown out, blocking up the pupil; two 
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small openings, with portions of iris protruding, 
which were cut off. 

31st. Union is now complete; but so much 
lymph has been effused in the union of the 
wound as to prevent vision. Directed the 
application of ung. hydr. by inunction; also, 
to take the following pill three times a 
day: 

R. Hydr. protchlor., gr. j. 
Extr. belladonne, gr. 4. 
P. Opii., gr. }. 

This treatment was continued until the lymph 
was entirely absorbed. 

March 20th. Vision has so much improved 
that he can distinguish any object. All inflam- 
mation has disappeared. 

Discharged on the 27th. Vision good, di- 
minished size of eye from loss of iris, and con- 
traction in vision. 

I employed mercury in this case, but it is not 
always necessary to use it; and Mr. Dixon 
stated that, in his hands, it has had but little 
effect comparatively in inflammation of the iris 
which results from injury; still I would not 
hesitate to use it when nature, in the repair 
of an extensive injury, requires a portion of the 
lymph deposited removed. 

ECL EE 

In Chicago, recently, there was a grand dis- 
play of muscular science by “‘ resident and for- 
eign talent.” Dr. Windship lifted nine kegs of 
nails, weighing 1,000 pounds. Next, with har- 
ness on his shoulders, he raised 1,517 pounds. 
William Thompson, of the ChicagoGymnasium, 
did the same. The latter then went on adding 
weights and lifting, with harness on shoulders 
and hips, until the numbers stood successively 
1,530, 1,636, 1,736, 1,836, 1,936, 2,036, 2,106— 
a very remarkable lift, the latter, to be sure. 
Then Thompson swung the 100 pound dumb 
bell, and Curtis did the same, and Dr. Wind- 
ship lifted himself with his little finger, and 
Thompson experimented with a 165 pound 
dumb bell, and Windship shouldered a 229 
pound barrel of flour, and put it down careful- 
ly, and Curtis “pushed” 130 pounds in each 
hand, with the pulley, and then 150 pounds in 
each hand, and then, lying down on his back, 
put up 110 pounds in each hand. But the feat 
of the evening was the — lift of Thompson, 
and the judges so considered it in the award of 
the $200 prize to him. 


Dr. Carl Eylerts, a German chemist, has dis- 
covered a new acid in marrow, which he has 
named medullic acid. Its formule is Cy Hy 
O,; and its melting —- 72.5°. The com- 
position of ox marrow is palmitic acid, 46 per 
cent.; medullic acid, 10 per cent.; elaic acid 
44 per cent. 
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A Case of Premature Labor, Ushered in by 
Excruciating Gastric Pain, followed in 
Three Hours by Uterine Action, Severe 
Flooding, Natural Delivery, Eclampsia, 
Apoplexy, Rapid Recovery, Sequel. 

By P. T. Tunison, M. D., 
Of Somerville, N. J. 

Oct. 24th, 1858, was sent for to see Mrs. 
Ellen F., et. 35, four miles distant, who was at, 
or a little past herseventh month of pregnancy. 
Found her suffering severe pain in the epigas- 
tric region, extending itself around the walls of 
her body tothespine. Her husband and fami- 
ly had her feet immersed in a pail of hot water. 
I ordered mustard plasters over the stomach, 
and, finding no relief, gave several doses of 
sulph. morphia. In two or three hours the 
pain was modified very much, and labor com- 
menced feebly, at 3 o’clock A. M. Before day- 
light I found my patient was flooding, though 
not alarmingly. Nothing was done for the 
hemorrhage till toward the close of the partu- 
rient efforts, when it required the rupturing of 
the membranes, and the exhibition of ergot, 
the patient being delivered of a female child, 
which lived twenty hours, at 11 o’clock A. M. 

At this time patient’s pulse was small and 
frequent from loss of blood, but there was no 
syncope or jactitation, nor, indeed, any cause 
for anxiety on my part, as the uterus was well 
contracted, and the discharge normal only. 
After dining with the family, and directing sim- 
ple panada to be taken cool, I returned home. 

In the middle of the night 1 was summoned 
in great haste, and informed that Mrs. F. was 
lying in convulsions. On arriving at the house, 
was told that the fit had lasted for some min- 
utes, and was violent, but it had then passed off 
entirely, and she was perfectly conscious; pulse 
100 per minute; small, compressible, and fee- 
ble; slight pain in the head, especially in the 
right side of the head; skin natural, as to mois- 
ture and temperature; tongue clean; and intel- 
lection perfect. 

While standing at the bedside another attack 
came on, of a most violent character, which 
lasted three minut@& or more, in which there 
was twitching of the eyelids, the pupils being 
drawn up under the superior lids; great clonic 
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spasms of extremities, superior and infericr, 
Consciousness having again been re-established, 
I prescribed comp. tinct. valerian, in teaspoon- 
ful doses, every two hours. There being no re. 
turn of convulsions I retired to bed at half-past 
3 o'clock, directing the nurse to call me if any 
unfavorable symptoms arose. I slept until 
called to breakfast; found Mrs. F. comfortable, 
She had slept some, but. still had a little ce. 
phalalgia, to which, under ordinary circum. 
stances, I would have attached no very great im. 
portance. On the whole, I thought my patient 
doing well, and left, after directing rubefacients 
to the ankles and cold cloths to the head. 


Visited Mrs. F. again at 2 o’clock P. M, 
and found a great change. She had gradually 
relaxed into a state of stupor; indeed she was 
apoplectic, with stertorous breathing; pul 
very full, strong, and resistant—the carotids 
beating very powerfully, evincing determination 
of blood to the head. Bled her freely from the 
arm, continued the cold to head, enveloped the 
legs in fresh horse-radish leaves, and gave two 
drops croton oil, by placing it upon the root of 
the tongue. As the action of the heart was 


still too great, sent home for my cupping instru- 
ments, believing it best, after the loss of s 
great a quantity of blood by the uterus and 


from the arm, to extract blood from the tem- 
ples. It was evening when the messenger re 
turned. Patient being still in deep lethargy I 
applied the scarificator to the right temple. 
The flow of blood was so great as to wash of 
the cup when I attempted to apply it, though 
well exhausted, and continued so until I had 
drawn more than a sufficient quantity ; indeed, 
I was obliged to stop the bleeding by com- 
presses and bandage. The croton oil acted 
during the night freely, and next morning cov- 
sciousness had returned, the intellect being 
somewhat confused all that day. From this 
time the treatment consisted of verat. viride, 
one or two doses sulp. magnes., and cold cloths 
to the head, recovery being so rapid that I 
ceased to visit my patient on the 3lst. Afters 
few weeks, was informed by Mrs. F. that she 
had a great heaviness of head, had lost her 
hitherto cheerful temper, was unhappy; and, 
indeed, in her own words, domestic and mater 
nal duties, formerly pleasurable, were now # 
burden, although she is a lady of good breed- 
ing, fortitude, and wealth. I advised an abstr 
nence from animal diet, saline cathartics, and 
a blister to the nape of the neck. The relief 
obtained from these was only partial. 
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Feb. 25th, 1859, more than four months after 
the attack, I introduced a seton on the back of 
the neck, composed of many cords of saddler’s 
silk, which was kept running for a long time, 
with great improvement, and, finally, complete 


recovery. 


Remarks.—This case naturally gives rise to 
reflection and observation : 

Ist. A foetus of seven months, or a little 
more, is viable, (a doctrine which, however, few 
will deny,) and, therefore, the induction of pre- 
mature labor is proper in certain cases. 

94. English and American medical literature 
affirms that women whose labors are preceded 
by violent gastric pain are peculiarly liable to 
convulsions. I can add my testimony to the 
tth of the proposition, as far as my expe- 
rience goes, having, during this month, had a 
case of horrible convulsions, after this, gastric 
pain, as the initiatory symptom, at term. 

3d. We may observe the truth of the apho- 
tisms, that loss of blood is by no means a pre- 
ventive, but an efficacious remedy, and that lo- 
cal depletion may be used advantageously after 
venesection, as the equilibrium of the circula- 
tion is destroyed in apoplectic seizures particu- 
larly, as proven in this case, by the copious 
flow of blood from the temple of this lady. 

4th. That purgation is a firm adjuvant to the 
lancet, and may be effected by the croton oil, 
although the patient cannot swallow. 

ith. The veratrum viride, one of the most 
powerful antiphlogistics, and of evidently ex- 
tended usefulness, is especially adapted to these 
cases, as are arterial sedatives. 

6th. Recovery to almost all the ordinary con- 
ditions of health may be very rapid ; and, final- 
ly—How far was the brain implicated in the 
present case? Primarily, the case may very 
properly be classed as epileptic, and, doubtless, 
arose from an ifritable condition of the uterine 
fre. According to Marshall Hall, eccentric 
imitation carried to the brain, through the me- 
dium of the trisplanchnic nerve, or great sym- 
pathetic, or.organic nervous system of Bichat, 
which I think a better term. But, subsequently, 
we had violent arterial reaction, the cerebral 
mass being submerged with blood, producing 
great pressure, and, from the after symptoms, I 
am inclined to believe there was effusion, either 
serous or sanguineous ; perhapés-the latter. 


P.$.—The same lady was delivered, Feb. 9, 
1860, of a son, at term, being her fourth child. 
Itwasborn before I reached the house. Not long 
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after I had removed the placenta, “which was 
not adherent,” but lay in the vagina; the same 
gastric pain came on, more severe than in the 
first attack. It did not yield to counter-irrita- 
tion and anodynes, freely exhibited, continuing 
with increased intensity four hours. Cries for 
relief being urgent, and having no chloroform 
with me, I felt somewhat embarrassed. But I 
placed a common dish, well heated, over the 
stomach, and another immediately opposite, 
upon the spine, and had the pleasure of hearing 
my patient say she wasrelieved in two minutes, 
and in five minutes she was perfectly relieved, 
and remained so. 


Contributions to the Pathology of the Spinal 
Cord and its Investing Membranes. 
Read before the Brooklyn Medico-Chirurgical Society, 
By Louis Baver, M.D., 
Of Brooklyn. 

It seems almost presumptuous on my part 
to venture upon a subject of such obscurity 
and magnitude. During a century, the most 
illustrious names of our noble profession 
have been identified with the investigation of 
the nervous system, as decidedly the most 
important portion of the human fabric ;— 
their efforts have been zealous, spirited, and 
persevering. Most potent auxiliaries have of 
late facilitated their labors, and rendered them 
efficacious. The improvements in the method 
of investigating, together with our advancing 
knowledge of comparative anatomy, have com- 
bined in promoting the results of their study. 
But, in summing upall that has been attained by 
devoted ardor and competition,we must own that 
the surface has, as yet, hardly been penetrated. 
This being the state of our knowledge of the 
nervous system in health, it will be easily con- 
ceived how much more imperfect our informa- 
tion must be of the morbid changes in this pro- 
vince. 

It would scarcely be in place to call the atten- 
tion of the society to all the shortcomings of 
our knowledge on this subject. But I may be 
allowed to offer a few remarks, in this respect, 
on the more circumscribed subject under con- 
sideration. 

We know that the spinal cord comprises three 
anatomical elements : 

Ist. The nervous fibres that descend from and 
ascend to the brain. 
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2d. The gray or ganglionic structure in the 
centre of the cord, receiving and radiating 
nervous fibres which have no direct communi- 
cation with the brain. 

3d. The so-called trophic fibres, belonging 
essentially to the sympathetic nerve. 

Whilst the first class of elements carry the 
impressions from the outer world directly to the 
sensorium, and convey the will to the locomo- 
tive organs, regulating the re-active movements 
of the organism in the accomplishment of cer- 
tain purposes, the second class seems to be des- 
tined only to perpetuate the action invoked by 
the former, and till it is arrested by the same 
agency that called it into action. The third 
class, in its functional purposes, is evidently 
restricted to influence the organic processes of 
development, growth, and maintenance. Al- 
though we have not, as yet, succeeded in de- 
monstrating the anatomical connections of these 
three different structures, which seem to be 
perfectly isolated from each other by their re- 
spective neurilemmas, yet we have ascertained 
by experiment and observation that they co- 
operate, act, and re-act upon each other. 

In the same measure, as in health, the will 
controls the action of the diastaltic system ; so 
it is in disease of the brain. Irritation of the 
brain, tubercles of the meninges, and other 
causes, may originate epilepsy and convulsions 
at large. The excito-motor nerves will, how- 
ever, exercise more effect upon the muscles 
than the cerebro-motor nerves. And this is but 
one of the numerous instances that could be 
adduced. It does not seem, however, that the 
same retroflective action of the ganglionic 
structure of the spinal cord could be exercised 
with the same readiness upon the brain. At 
least there are numerous instances that will 
bear out this view. Nay more, in diseases of 
ithe ganglionic system a sort of secession seems 
to take place, and automatic movements or 
permanent contraction will ensue that cannot 
be controlled by volition. Chorea, paralysis 
agitans, and other disturbances, may be deemed 
fitting illustrations. Again, in permanent dis- 
eases of the brain reflection may exist for some 
time, but soon becomes extinct. The same re- 
troflective influences cannot be demonstrated 
upon the brain in diseases of the ganglionic 
structure of the spinal cord. 

Furthermore, it can be clinically demonstrated 
that in all paralysis the nutrition depreciates, 
but, evidently, much more when the paralysis 
originates in the diastaltic system than in the 
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brain. Thus we see that the effects are govern. 
ed by anatomical proximity, although we cap. 
not structurally show it. 


Our positive anatomical knowledge is def. 
cient even in minor points. We are completely 
in the dark as to the central and peripheral 
termination of nervous fibres. Whether they 
form loops, or terminate abruptly, is yet unde. 
cided. In some of the lower animals we have 
a clear insight into this matter, but not in the 
human organism. 

Structural differences between the cerebro 
spiaal and purely spinal nervous fibres,on theone 
hand, and between motor and sensitive fibres, on 
the other, have not yet been discovered. And, 
above all, another physiological question awaits 
its solution, namely, whether reflex action is 
induced only by sensitive fibres, or, also, by the 
motor fibres. According to the established 
views of physiologists, the reflex action is 
strictly motor; the centrifugal action of sensi- 
tive nerves being considered exempt from it. 
Yet I have observed, and am daily observing, 
pathological phenomena that, to my mind, sat- 
isfactorily demonstrate the fact that reflex ac- 
tion can take place in either way. Some mem- 
bers of the society have rendered themselves 
familiar with the reflex symptoms in diseases 
of joints. Almost every joint disease, more or 
less,is complicated with muscular contractions of 
a permanentcharacter. Sometimes, however,the 
reflex actions assume the form of clonic spasms. 
Thereis a certain regularity in the musclesaffect- 
ed. Thus, in the hip-joint the adductors, andin 
the knee-joint the flexors, are the chief suffer- 
ers. Though the disease superinducing these 
reflex actions may have subsided, the latter 
nevertheless perpetuate their existence ad inf- 
nitum. 

This is the regular way in which these 
actions are consummated. Whgn, however, i 
cases where the original disease has been ex: 
tinct for years, the contracted muscles are irti- 
tated by either sudden or gradual extension, 
immediate pain in the originally affected joint 
is produced, and if the extension is persisted in, 
reproduction of the original disease is the inevi- 
table consequence. Hence, the necessity of 
diving the contracted muscles previously 0 
straightening the member. In quite recent 
cases of joint disease, moderate contractions 
may be overcome by persistent extension, by 
tiring the muscles out, so to speak. But this 
cannot be done in firmly established contrac 
tions. The way in which the reflex action, 
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and the reason why it is accomplished in cer- 
tain muscles, can be explained only by presum- 
ing that there is a certain anatomical corres- 
pondence, @ common focus of irradiation be- 
tween the sensitive fibres of a joint, and the 
motor fibres of certain muscles. And the best 
proof of this interpretation of the phenomena 
referred to, is the fact, that in either recent or 
protracted affections of the joint, immediate 
relief is effected by dividing the contracted 
muscles. In my lectures on the contractions of 
the knee-joint, I have, among others, adverted 
to one case of a little boy who had, for years 
past, suffered from synovitis of the knee-joint. 
The disease had completely subsided, but left 
adhesions of the joint, and contractions of the 
flexor muscles. After having divided the ten- 
don of the biceps, the limb was straightened 
and securedin asplint. The reaction following 
this operation was intense, and the sufferings of 
the patient baffled description. Beside the pain 
appertaining to the rising inflammation of the 
joint, there was that periodical pain which is 
so characteristic of reflex action. For a whole 
week all the resources of the antiphlogistic ap- 
paratus were exhausted in vain. The subse- 
quent division of the rest of the flexor muscles 
which manifested so slight a degree of ten- 
sion as to be hardly perceptible under anes- 
thesia, procured instantaneous relief, and a 
speedy recovery. I leave it to the members of 
the society to suggest a different interpretation 
of this fact than that which is here offered. 


I must content myself with these brief re- 
marks on the anatomy and physiology of the 
spinal cord, in order not to trespass the limits 
of yourindulgence. But summary as they are, 
they will set forth the difficulties with which 
diseases of this organ are surrounded. The 
time is, however, approaching when many 
points now obscure and incomprehensible, will 
be clear and penetrable. And nothing is bet- 
ter calculated to bring about this result than 
the comparative pathological experiments of 
Bernard now in progress. 

Our therapeutical short-comings in diseases 
of the spinal cord are proportionate to our 
knowledge of its pathology. In acute affec- 
tions we may place some reliance in the anti- 
phlogistic method ; but in chronic maladies of 
that organ, we are left to empirical experi- 
ments more or less hazardous, and, at best, 
doubtful in their ulterior results. The exigen- 
cies of our position force us constantly to resort 
to remedial agents, the modus operandi of 


MEDICAL SOCIETIES. 





703 


which we know but little. Strychnia and elec- 
tricity occupy the first rank among them, and 
if we take the experience of a most distin- 
guished practitioner for granted, namely, Rom- 
berg, of Berlin, whose proficiency in this subject 
is scarcely equalled by any other physician, 
these remedies, when improperly administered, 
render a disease incurable, which might other- 
wise have been relieved. 

In the course of my professional pursuits, 
quite a number of affections of the spinal 
cord and its investing membranes have pre- 
sented themselves, which have been the source 
of interesting observations and clinical efforts. 
Since our positive knowledge is but limited, and 
the chief fountain of our information, the bed- 
side, I have collected the material, and submit 
it to your attention. Some of the cases related 
cannot fail to enlist your interest, and the fail- 
ures of the employed treatment in others, will, 
perhaps, be valuable. 

( To be continued.) 





Medical Societies. 


MEDICAL SOCIETY OF THE COUNTY OF 
ALBANY, N. Y. 
Reported by S. D. Willard, M. D. 

The fourth monthly meeting of the Society 
was held on Friday evening, March 22, 

Dr. VANDERPOEL presiding. 

Prof. Howarp Townsenp presented a mono- 
graph from the records of the City Hospital, of 
a patient convalescing from rheumatism be- 
coming afflicted with diphtheria, terminating 
fatally by inflammation and perforation of the 
ilium, as follows: 


RHEUMATISM, FOLLOWED BY DIPHTHERIA—FATAL 
TERMINATION BY INFLAMMATION AND PERFORA- 
TION OF THE ILIUM. 


Elizabeth Fitzpatrick, st. 20, (servant,) Ire- 
land; admitted Jan. 29th, 1861, with acute 
rheumatism; was convalescent on Feb. 8th. 


Jan. 22d. She continued to improve until 
this date, when she was taken with vomiting, 
also pain and tenderness of the epigastric re- 
gion, extending through to spine. Bowels con- 
fined; tongue covered with a brownish fur; 

ave castor oil, which was retained; rash over 

reast and arms. 

23d. Bowels still confined; vomited occasion- 
ally; gave epsom salts, which were not re- 
tained; enema was given, and followed by a 
slight fecal discharge. 


> 
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24th. All symptoms slightly aggravated ; 
bowels moved by enema. 
25th. Vomiting abated in the morning; 
tongue covered with a dirty-brown fur; fauces 
covered with a dark-colored membrane; has 
no pain or soreness in the throat; pulse quick 
and feeble ; gave mur. tinc. iron 20 drops every 
four hours, with applications to the throat of 
nitrate of silver alternating with sulphate of 
iron. 
26th. Passed a very good night; tongue and 
fauces look very much better. still complains 
of tenderness and pain of abdomen ; same treat- 
ment continued with generous diet. 
27th. Much better; sat up part of the day. 
28th. Vomiting returned; tenderness and 
ain more diffused over the abdomen; throat 
iors tongue coated with same yellow fur ; pulse 
very quick and weak ; bowels moved by enema; 
gave cit. iron and quinine, one grain dose three 
times a day with brandy and water frequently. 
March Ist. Ali the symptoms aggravated 
cannot retain any nourishment; same treat- 
ment continued. 
2d. No change: gave tinc. colombo fre- 
quently. 
3d. Some better in the morning, and retained 
a little nourishment; at night vomiting re- 
turned with severe pain; gave 4 gr. morphia. 
4th. Vomited stercoraceous matter; abdo- 
men distended ; applied fomentations. 
5th. Pulse somewhat improved; suffers no 
pain; took some nourishment; brandy, egg, 
and sugar; beef essence and jelly. 
6th. Vomiting returned; gave infusion of 
“wild cherry bark ;” omitted other medicines, 
except brandy. 
7th. Stercoraceous vomiting, with great dis- 
tention of abdomen. 
8th. Stercoraceous vomiting; frequent pa- 
saree of intense pain in right iliac region, 
with great tenderness on pressure; no pulse at 
the wrist; countenance pinched; body covered 
with livid spots; bathed with a cold clammy 
perspiration ; died at one o’clock P. M. 
Autopsy twenty-one hours after death ; rigor 
mortis well marked. On opening the abdomen, 
peritoneum filled with serum; slight adhesions 
of omentum with intestines; stomach and in- 
testines distended with fecal matter; mucous 
membrane mottled and softened so as to be 
scraped off with handle of scalpel; small intes- 
tines inflamed throughout; ulceration and per- 
foration of middle part of ileum, with discharge 
of feces into abdominal cavity; the larynx was 
not examined on account of disfiguring the 
body ; the other viscera normal. 
Several examinations of urine showed a de- 
sit of albumen. The exhibition of albumen 
in the urine is a feature that has been noticed 
by several writers on this subject.* 
Severe gastrodynia is not of infrequent occur- 
rence during convalescence from diphtheria, 





* Edward Headlam Greenhow, on Diphtheria. London, 1861. 
& 
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but has not, under my observation, led to any 
worse result than delaying recovery by prevent. 
ing the patient from eating. In one instance 
in the practice of Mr. Balls, of Spalding, diph. 
theria was followed after apparent recovery by 
intense pain at the epigastrium, vomiting and 
collapse, which proved fatal in thirty hours, 
The patient had been imprudent in diet the 
day previous to the attack of pain, but this 
would scarcely have determined so serious an 
affection. Unfortunately as no post-mortem ex. 
amination was made, it is impossible to decide 
whether the cause of death was, as supposed 
perforation of the stomach or not. , 

Mr. Coleman, of Wolverhampton, also had a 
case of diphtheria, that of a female, aged 22 
years, in which severe pain in the cardiac ex- 
tremity of the stomach, much aggravated by 
taking food or wine, came on after the exuda- 
tion had a —_ the throat, and the 
patient was supposed to be going on favorably. 
The case qeeeel Gaul. _— . 


POLYPUS UTERI COMPLICATED WITH PREGNANCY. 

Dr. Willard (for Dr. Swinburne, absett,) read 
a report of two cases of polypus uteri, compli- 
cated with pregnancy. 

The first case occurred in 1854, in a patient 
confined with her second child, without untow- 
ard symptoms. Eight days subsequently she 
was seized with severe pains, resembling those 
of labor, lasting about two hours. The pains 
resulted in the expulsion of a polypus near! 
as large as an orange, with a stem half an inc 
in diameter, evincing its recent dismember- 
ment from the womb. 

The second case occurred in a woman, three 
years after confinement, and who was taken 
with flooding. Regarding the case as one of 
relaxation of the uterus, after consultation with 
Dr. Freeman, the attending physician, the va- 
gina was plugged with a sponge, cold was 2. 
plied, osiite acid, ergot, and opium, severally 
adminstered. The hemorrhage continued until 
the following day. The patient had convalesced 
for ten days, until the hemorrhage. The urgen- 
cy of the symptoms led to an examination, 
when an abnormal substance was indicated 
within the uterus. By Sims’ speculum, and the 
long polypus forceps, the substance was dis- 
covered and quagel: and after some tortion was 
detatched entire. It was a pear-shaped poly- 
pus, two and three-quarter inches in length, 
one and a half in thickness, with a stem three- 
quarters of'an inch in diameter, fibrous and 
vascular, and presenting points from which the 
bleeding proceeded. The sudden and frightful 
inailiies would, at first, indicate retained 
placenta or relaxation of the uterus. k 

In all such cases it is important to examine 
by the speculum, and ascertain the cause of the 
hemorrhage, and false modesty, on the part. of 
the physician or patient, may be attended with 
fatal result to the latter. 
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GENERATION OF ANIMAL HEAT. 


Dr. Kilmer read an essay on the generation 
of animal heat. Heat in plants, as in warm 
and cold-blooded animals, is developed coinci- 
dently with the consumption of oxygen, the 
combustion of carbon, and the formation of 
carbonic acid. Heat disengaged during the 
oxidation of carbon is directly proportioned to 
the amount, and not to the intensity of chemi- 
calaction. A rod of iron burned in oxygen gas 
disengages a heat only equal to that which 
rusts slowly in the sun, although the latter rises 
in temperature not sensibly above the surround- 
ing air. 

The influence of the various forms of food in 
the generation of heat, and of the presiding 

wer of the nervous system in their modifica- 
tion, calorification over the body, and of the 
temperature where lesions of the nervous system 
exist, etc., were appropriately considered and 
intelligently discussed. 
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CLOSE OF ANOTHER VOLUME. 


With this number we bring to a close the 
labors of another six months. Our readers will 
perceive by the index, and by collecting together 
the twenty-six numbers that comprise the 
volume, that an immense amount of labor has 
been expended by us during thattime. Look, too, 
at the index of contributors to this volume, com- 
prising over one hundred names, and including 
men of the first standing in all parts of the 
country. Their communications, it will be per- 
ceived, embrace every topic in practical medi- 
cine, surgery, hygiene, medical ethics, etc., that 
will be likely to interest the mass of the profes- 
sion. 

{It is a characteristic feature of a well-con- 
dueted weekly medical journal, that it elicits 
contributions from the better class of medical 
men—the practical working men of the profession, 
those who have no time or inclination to waste 
words on theoretical speculations and wordy 
nonsense. The mere theorist, or those afflicted 
with the cacoethes scribendi, must seek other 
channels through which to exercise their 
powers, for they are soon elbowed out of the 
columns of a practical journal. 

As we anticipated at the start, the plan of the 





Rerorter has met the decided approval of the 
great mass of the profession. tis just what they 
want. We might quote pages of testimony on 
this point. One friend—an old practitioner in 
a neighboring State, who was, at first, opposed 
to the idea of a weekly medical journal, wrote 
us on the Ist instant:—‘‘Of your enterprise, 
from its commencement to the present time, I 
may sum up my remarks in three words—Bo- 
nus—melior—optimus!” Such testimony is, 
of course, encouraging, and what is still more 
encouraging, it is always accompanied by prac- 
tical support. 

Our readers can easily see that the low rate 
of subscription to the ReporTer, requires an 
extensive circulation to carry it on with the 
energy and vigor that will render it profitable 
to them. We therefore bespeak their aid in 
extending the circulation. As the next number 
begins a new volume, it will be a very proper 
time to induce neighbors and friends to give in 
their names as subscribers. ‘Many hands 
make light work!” and the larger the subscrip- 
tion list the more valuable we can make the 
Reporter. Old subscribers know that it 
has been so in the past—why should it not be 
so in the future? 


PROFESSIONAL CARELESSNESS. 

Having been recently obliged to search, for a 
specific object, through a druggist’s file of pre- 
scriptions, we were repaid for the loss of a cou- 
ple of hours, by the entertainment and amuse- 
ment it afforded, and received more than an 
equivalent for the dusty labor by an apprecia- 
tion of the moral which was necessarily de- 
duced. 

The most remarkable feature of the recipes 
was the chirography, a considerable portion of 
which was so execrable as to be illegible. This 
may have been partly owing to our own defi- 
ciency, having never had any instruction in de- 
ciphering hieroglyphics, and no more trying 
experience in cachigraphy than spelling out the 
manuscript, which is the wearying fate of a 
medical editor. Having, in this occupation, 
wearied our eyes, and burned much “ midnight 
oil,”’ we supposed ourself an expert in compre- 
hending doctors’ writing; but in attempting to 
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read many of these specimens, our classic lore 
was in vain put to its fullest stretch, and our 
knowledge of cryptography, and shrewdness at 
guessing, did not avail. 


The pharmaceutist, from practice at this kind 
of guessing, seemed quite expert, and occasion- 
ally, for our edification, read an odd formula. 
Here were evidences of the peculiar therapeu- 
tic inclinations of the great variety of practi- 
The heroic with his potentials, the 
expectant with his infinitesimals, and the 
blunderer with his incompatibles. One was a 
prescription for pills weighing each half a 
pound, but concerning which we were relieved 
by being informed that they were prescribed by 
a veterinarian. Another was incomprehensi- 


tioners. 


ble, excepting the directions for using, which 
read laconically thus :—“ coch. t. d.,”’ and which, 
with the eye of faith, we saw meant teaspoon- 
ful three times a day. Such odd terms as Pil. 
Cerul. Tinct. Thebaice, Pulv. Jacobi, Calomel- 
anos, Liq. Saturni, etc., were common. Whilst 
the greater number were in penciling, some 
were indited with anzmic looking ink, which, 


from its pallor, evidently stood in need of ad- 
ditional doses of iron. 


The paper used for writing these prescriptions 
on varied as greatly as the chirography. Some 
were on spotless sheets, of firm texture, while 
others were flimsy, foul, and ragged, and 
seemed to have undergone fatty degeneration. 
Scraps of all kinds had been impressed on 
emergencies, as the blank sides of old manu- 
scripts, pages from culinary receipt books, and 
fly-leaves apparently from well-thumbed prayer 
books, or suggestive of a similar sacrilegious re- 
sort to the family bible. Almost any scrap on 
which pen or pencil could make its mark 
seemed to have been thought good enough to 
write down a therapeutic verdict, the result, 
perhaps, of long-studied diagnosis, or learned 
consultation. 

We have often heard, and occasionally seen, 
evidence of the extreme slovenliness of some 
“country doctors,” in the manner in which 
they keep their pharmaceutical arrangements, 
but do not think such habits are any more dis- 
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creditable than the frequent civic custom of 
slovenly prescription writing. 

However, the same logic applies to the for. 
mer class. We have seen one who carried his 
entire materia medica loosely in the inguinal 
pouches of his breeches, and the caudal pock- 
ets of his coat, with the exception of a high 
and dry repository for plasters in his hat. 
Another ruralist, in active practice, acknow- 
ledged that his entire surgical armament is a 
bistoury, which, like the Hudibrastic weapon, 
answers alike the purposes of vaccination, am- 
putation, or dissection, and our attention was 
drawn to its post-prandial use as a tooth-pick. 

We have seen the dispensing establishment 
of one of the same style of practitioners, with 
its beggarly array of empty boxes, and over- 
filled bundles of musty herbs and worm-eaten 
seeds. Stale ointments and wheel-grease lie in 
congenial proximity, and the walls are adorned 
with a mildewed diploma, and cobwebbed frag- 
ments of old harness. Some bones and clay 
pipes, and a rat-eaten anatomical preparation, 
are presided over by the inevitable office stu- 
dent. The latter fixture wears the same classic 
hue of dust as all the rest, and, as Dr. Drake 
says of such a character, however idle, he will 
be always absorbing a little medicine; espe- 
cially if he sleep beneath the greasy counter. 

Slovenliness in prescribing or dispensing, 
whether urban or rustic, evinces the same want 
of proper professional spirit. A clean sheet of 
paper can, in the city, always be obtained, anda 
few additional seconds spent in writing, and in 
avoiding extreme abbreviation of terms, will 
render the manuscript more legible to the phar- 
maceutist, and may avoid error in dispensing. 
In the country, such apartments as that portray- 
ed in the above picture, are, it is believed, becom- 
ingrare since the spread of medical organization 
and general intelligence, yet there is still a ten- 
dency that way, and what we have pictured is 
but an exaggeration of the fault of most such 
establishments. 


—o—— 


The enduring odor of musk is astonishing. 
When Justinian, in 538, rebuilt what is now 
the mosque of St. Sophia, the mortar was 
charged with musk, and to this very day the 
atmosphere is filled with the odor. 
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A SENSIBLE JUDGE’S CHARGE TO THE 
JURY IN A SUIT FOR MALPRACTICE. 


So much ignorance and prejudice in regard 
to the real moral and legal responsibilities of 
the surgeon have been frequently evinced 
in the charge of judges in suits for malprac- 
tice, that one in which the real position of 
a surgeon is appreciated deserves to be spread 
before the profession. 

The charge, which we copy, is in strong con- 
trast with the position taken by Judge Bredin, 
of Pittsburg, who, in a suit for malpractice, 
which occurred some years ago, said, that the 
defendant ‘‘ was bound to bring to his aid the 
skill necessary for a surgeon to set the leg, so 
as to make it straight, and of equal length with 
the other when healed, and if he did not, was 
accountable in damage, just as a stone-mason 
would be in building a wall of poor materials, 
so that the wall would fall down.” 

It is not many years since an eminent sur- 
geon of this city was persecuted in this manner, 
and obliged to pay damages to the amount of 
more than three thousand dollars on account 
simply of the failure of an operation for cata- 
ract on a charity patient. 

The late Dr. Horner was, a short time pre- 
viously to his death, sued for damages to the 
amount of one hundred thousand dollars, in a case 
where death happened to follow an important 
operation on the wife of a poor man. Dr. 
Henry H. Smith acted as an assistant at the 
operation, and although he had never before 
seen the patient, nor been consulted in refer- 
ence to the operation, he was included in the 
prosecution, and Dr. Horner dying before the 
case was tried, Dr. Smith was compelled to 
stand his trial. Had not the bad character of 
the plaintiff been proved, and the malicious 
intent of the prosecution been made evident, 
the surgeon might, from the stupidity of a jury, 
have been made to suffer severely. 

This action was brought by Daniel S. Hamil- 
ton against Drs. Squire, Wey, and Smith, for 
damages alleged to have been sustained by the 
plaintiff in consequence of a surgical operation 
performed upon his knee by the defendants. 
The operation consisted in the removal of a 
loose or floating cartilage from the knee-joint, 
by means of what is known among surgical 
writers as the valvular mode of incision. Inflam- 
mation of the joint ensued, its disorganization 
followed, and the ultimate result was a stiff 
knee; the limb being slightly flexed and\ bowed 
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laterally, in consequence of destruction of the 
articular cartilages, and the expanded extremi- 
ties of the bones entering into the composition 
of the joint, on its inner side. Damage was 
claimed to the amount of $5,000. After a pro- 
tracted trial, the case was submitted to the 
jury, in the following charge by Judge Camp- 
bell. The jury failed to agree, standing one 
for plaintiff and eleven for the defendants. 


Gentlemen of the Jury—Every person who en- 
ters a learned profession, whether the law or 
surgery, undertakes to bring to it the exercise 
of a reasonable, fair, and competent degree of 
skill. 

Invariable success does not attend profes- 
sional men, any more than those engaged in 
other pursuits. Indeed, success must with them 
sometimes depend on other instrumentalities 
than mere skill. Courts and juries are fallible 
and may err, and the best advice and labor of 
counsel in the law may be in vain; and habits 
of life unknown, and hereditary diseases, and 
neglect of directions, and carelessness of nurses, 
may defeat the labors of the most skillful sur- 
geon. Both the lawyer and surgeon, when they 
undertake professional business, agree to be 
responsible for the want of ordinary care—such 
care as ordinarily prudent men bestow upon 
their business. This is the responsibility which 
the law imposes upon them. But it is said the 
professional man is also bound to use his best 
judgment, and that judgment should be an en- 
lightened one. This is true; but in cases where 
there is great difference of opinion among the 
most skillful and experienced as to surgery, 
where the most eminent men in the profession 
differ as to the methods of performing opera- 
tions, the surgeon who possesses the necessary 
qualifications will not ” held responsible for 
errors of judgment. He will be chargeable 
with error only when such error arises from 
want of reasonable, ordinary skill and dili- 
gence, especially if the general character of 
the operation and treatment has been honest 
and intelligent. 

lst. Was this a proper operation under the 
circumstances of the case? 

2d. Was it proper without the bandage or 
compression ?* 

3d. Was the valvular method a proper one? 

4th. Was the place where the cartilage was 
taken out a proper one? 

5th. Was the after-treatment proper? 

To all these questions some of the most emi- 
nent surgeons in the State, and I may say 
among the most eminent in the United States, 
have given you an affirmative answer. Others, 
on the part of the plaintiff, who may be equally 
intelligent, but who have not had equal expe- 





* Dr. March, Dr. Markoe, and Dr. French, the three surgeons 
who have operated for the removal of loose cartilages, all unite 
in saying that the operation is warranted without resort to the 
| bandage. 
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rience, answer in the negative. Now, in such 
a case, where there is such difference of opinion, 
and certainly with the experienced men in the 
defendant’s favor, they should not be held 
liable for an error of judgment, even if you 
should be of the opinion that they did err. 

The operation being thus, for the purposes 
of this suit, warrantable, and the method, 
place, and treatment proper, was the operation 
performed, and the after-treatment continued, 
with reasonable skill and care—such skill and 
care as would be required at the hands of pru- 
dent, competent surgeons ? 

Now, the contract of a surgeon is not to war- 
rant a cure, except such contract be expressly 
made. He contracts to exercise his best skill, 
care, and attention. In this particular opera- 
tion, it appears by the evidence of that eminent 
surgeon, Dr. March, that he had been uniformly 
successful, But taking the results of operations 
by other surgeons, so far as reported, one- 
fourth are not successful. It would not do, 
therefore, to hold up the responsibility of every 
surgeon in the land equal with that of one of 
the most eminent. 

As to the manner in which the operation 
was performed, you have the evidence of the 
defendants, together with that of Mr. Birch- 
field. If the delay in the operation was caused 
by the plaintiff, and therefore the time was 

rotracted, the plaintiff cannot recover for any 
injury caused by such acts of his own. 

As to the care and attention after the opera- 
tion, as I understand, no complaint was made ; 
but, on the contrary, the care and attention 
were constant, and such as might be expected 
of a kind and careful surgeon. 

I have already observed that, from the evi- 
dence, it appears that one-fourth of such ope- 
rations are not successful. The want of suc- 
cess is not necessarily want of skill. 

Three-fourths of thé cases are successful; and 
if the plaintiff had been among the successful 
number, if his limb had been entirely restored, 
he might, like the lame man healed by the 
Apostle, have ‘ran and leaped with joy.” 
That it was not successful, is undoubtedly a 
great misfortune to him. Whether it was the 
fault of the defendants, is for you to say by 
your verdict. 

You must take this case, and determine it 
according to the evidence under your oaths. 

In the case of Dr. Smith, it is claimed that 
he had nothing to do with the operation; that 
he was merely a looker-on, invited by Dr. 
Squire, as a simple act of courtesy; and that 
in point of fact he was not present until the 
oe was nearly completed, and when the 
chloroform was sent for. If you believe the 


evidence of the defendants on this point, of 
course you should render a verdict in his 
vor. 
Then, if you find that this operation was not 
performed by Dr. Squire and Dr. Wey with 
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ordinary skill, care, and diligence, you should 
find a verdict for the plaintiff. 

On the other hand, if you find that they did 
perform the operation with ordinary skill and 
care, and such as would be required of surgeons 
holding a responsible position in their profes- 
sion, then your verdict should be in favor of 
the defendants. 


TRANSACTIONS OF THE Mepicat Socrery or 
New Jersey.—We have just received a copy of 
the Transactions of the above Society for 1861. 
The promptitude with which they have been 
issued will add to their interest. The Chairman 
of the Standing Committee requests us to say, 
that the District- Societies for the counties of 
Hunterdon, Mercer, Monmouth, Burlington. 
Camden, Gloucester, and Cumberland, may ob- 
tain their quota of the transactions by address- 
ing Dr. T. J. Corson, Corresponding Secretary, 
at Trenton, who will supply them. Members 
of the other District Societies will be furnished 
by the respective county secretaries who are 
supplied with their proper quota. 


Correspondence. 





DIPHTHERIA. 


This disease—so-called—seems to put on dif- 
ferent phases in different sections of the country, 
and even in different neighborhoods, judging 
from our correspondence. One correspondent 
recently recommended a plan of treatment, 
which, however applicable to what he called 
diphtheria, does not seem to commend itself to 
the judgment of another correspondent, who 
resides in Iowa. He says, in a recent business 
note : 

“‘Such practice, or rather, such ma/-practice, 
ought to be madean indictable offence, though 
every one of his patients should get well. An- 
timony in jarge doses, mercury, and blistering— 
just think of it! May God have mercy on his 
poor soul! 

“If an experience of three hundred or more 
eases has conveyed to me any lesson, it is that 
stimulants, tonics, and hematics, are the pro- 
per remedies. Local measures are of inferior 
consequence. In point of gravity, the cases 
that have come under my notice, might be dis- 
tributed into three classes: 

“Ist. A considerable number, from twenty to 
thirty per cent. of the whole, are sick for a few 
days only ; a week at most. Beginning witha 
fever, which lasts from thirty-six to forty-eight 
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hcurs, accompanied by redness of the fauces, 
enlargement of the tonsils, swelling of the cer- 
vical glands, though not always showing: the 
characteristic exudation. These cases will get 
well about as soon without any treatment as 
with it, though I think many of them would 
die, and all the rest be protracted by the treat- 
ment above mentioned. 

“2d, A class, includiug not more, perhaps, 
than from four to six per cent, is as dangerous ; 
and a majority of them as speedily fatal as the 
most malignant cases of scarlatina. 

“Tn most of these cases the nervous centres 
seem perfectly overwhelmed by some specific 
poison. Nose filled up with exudation so as to 
compel the patient to breathe entirely through 
the mouth, which, too, is lined by the ash- 
colored membrane and blood oozing from every 
point. Should the patient live a few days, gan- 

ene, commencing at the fingers or toes, may 

looked for, and in one case that came under 
my notice, beside the gangrene of the fingers, 
there were numerous points, a dozen or more, 
scattered over the face and forehead, which gra- 
dually enlarged until the patient died. 

* Between these two classes there is a third, in 
which the physician plays an important and 
very responsible part. Understanding the true 
nature of the 4#sease, and acting his part with 
vigilance e iscretion, he will cure nearly 
every case. .dut I am not writing an article on 
diphtheria, and so will not trouble you further.” 


OVER-DOSES OF ARSENIC—POISONING—GOOD 
EFFECTS OF IRON. 
Millerstown, Pa., March 22, 1861. 

Messrs. Epirors:—Several years ago I was 
consulted in reference to a case of dry, scaly 
eruption, existing for some time in a boy about 
five years of age. I prescribed for him small 
doses of Fowler’s solution, cautioning the pa- 
rents at the same time to suspend the medicine 
should it either irritate the stomach or create 
a swelling of the eyelids. This caution hav- 
ing been either forgotten or neglected, the medi- 
cine was continued until the whole body was 
swollen with a dropsical effusion. Not only 
was the subcutaneous areolar tissue distended 
with the effusion, but the peritoneum and 
pleure also. At this stage of the complaint I 
was called to see the patient. I immediately 
ordered a suspension of the medicine, and re- 
sorted to purgatives and diuretics for the pur- 
pose of ridding the system of the effusion. This 
plan was persisted in for some time without 
any amendment resulting. Indeed, the symp- 
toms became aggravated to such an extent that 
I feared death would follow. Being aware that 
certain preparations of iron were recommended 
a8 antidotes in arsenical poisoning, I came to 
the conclusion to make a trial of the precipi- 
tated carbonate of the metal in this case. I 
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suspended all other medicines and prescribed 
five-graii doses every few hours. An amend- 
ment soon followed, and, in the course of a few 
weeks, the patient was restored to perfect 
health. The cutaneous affection was also com- 
pletely cured. I believe he has had no return 
of the eruption since. 

I report this case for two very important rea- 
sons. First, to guard the profession against 
prescribing the arsenical preparations unless 
the patient can be going ante seen, since some 
persons are either so forgetful or careless as to 
fail in a proper compliance with the directions 
of the physician, and hence serious conse- 

uences may result; and, secondly, to attract 
the attention of the profession to the treatment 
under which the patient referred to so rapidly 
improved. Whether this rapid improvement 
was due to the carbonate of iron or to the spon- 
taneous efforts of nature, it is impossible to 
determine from the result in a single case. 
Perhaps some of my professional brethren can 
give us more light on the subject. If so, it 
will be gratefully received. 

Yours respectfully, 
Samve. R. Ritrennovse, M.D. 


40nee 
<~e@eor 


NEWS AND MISCELLANY. 


’ The German Hospitai—The Board of Mana- 
gers of this inetitution have purchased a man- 
sion house and the surrounding grounds, on the 
Norris estate, in the Twenty-first Ward, at the 
intersection of Twentieth street and Lancaster 
avenue, 

The location is well chosen, in a neighbor- 
hood which is rapidly becoming deneely built 
over, and remote from any other hospital. It 
bears the same relative position to the North- 
western suburb of the city, as the Episcopal 
Hospital does to the North-eastern extremity. 

The grounds have a pleasant rural appear- 
ance, and include an area of about four acres. 

As we have before said, the character of this 
institution, in a medical view, is yet to be de- 
termined, and will depend on the professional 
standing of the gentlemen who may be ap- 
pointed as its Medical Board. It is hoped that 





a proper medical tone will be given to the Hos- 
pital by carefully avoiding the appointment of 
any one whose reputation is tainted by associ- 


ation with quacks, and with whom medical 
men of a high order cannot harmonize. 


The American Association for the Advancement of 
Science was to meet at Nashville, Tenn., on the 
17th of April, but we understand that the 
meeting is to be poned for one year, owing 
to the disturbed state of the country. Science 
should go forward, unfettered by political con- 
siderations. 
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Reminiscences of the College of Physicians and 
Surgeons of New York and its Founder, Dr. Samuel 
Bard.—In his oration before the Alumni of the 
Medical Department of Columbia College, (late 
College of: Physicians and Surgeons,) on the 
14th inst., Dr. Thomas W. Blatchford, of Troy, 
said:—When, fifty years ago, save one, I 
came to this city to study medicine, I was di- 
rected to the ‘“‘ New Institution,” and there I 
attended my first course of medical lectures 
with Romeyne, Seaman, Cock, and Griscom as 
instructors. 

The next year I matriculated in this college. 
Two or three years before a purchase had 
been made of a building in Barclay street, and 
rooms commodious enough for a beginning 
were fitted up for a class of about seventy stu- 
dents. There was at that time certainly no- 
thing either attractive or imposing in the out- 
ward appearance of our “Alma Mater.”’ Conve- 
nience and economy alone seemed to guide those 
whose duty it was to select the place and arrange 
the few apartments needed. At that time the 
population of the city amounted to less than 
90,000. Our country was everywhere depressed 
and all her business interests prostrated. We 
were asserting our national rights and contend- 
ing for them in a protracted war with England. 
Almost every avenue to prosperity seemed 
blocked up, but none more effectually than our 
commerce, and no other interest could so sensi- 
bly affect this city. The shipping, for the most 
part, except coasters and river craft, lay moored 
and housed in the slips and silent ship-yards. 
There was one spot, however, where the sun- 
light of enterprise seemed to shine, and that 
was on the New Medical College in Barclay 
street. The faculty, with that master spirit of 
energy, industry, and indomitable perseverance, 
David Hosack, M.D., LL.D., Professor of The- 
ory and Practice of Medicine and Lecturer on 
Obstetrics and the Diseases of Women and 
Children, as an impelling power, at last sur- 
mounted every difficulty and accomplished their 
grand design, and, notwithstanding at times 
the prospect looked gloomy, and very many 
ready to predict a failure, they listened to no- 
thing but success. 

At length they had the satisfaction of find- 
ing their efforts so completely crowned with 
success, that they were compelled to enlarge 
the boundaries of their habitation. The build- 
ing was reconstructed ; new rooms were added, 
improvements introduced, and greater facilities 
afforded for a more extended course of medical 
training. A full half century has rolled around, 
and where is our “Alma Mater” now? Not in 
Barclay street; no, no. The merchant princes 
have obtained possession there. The hall of 
science is exchanged for the mart of merchan- 
dise, the library and dissecting room for the 
ledger and counting-room, and the professors’ 
chairs are displaced by the tables of the money- 
changers. 

Our “Alma Mater” was compelled to seek 
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another resting place. She found it in Crosby 
street in 1830: but, in 1836, she again yielded 
to the upward current, and established herself 
a mile or two higher up. The spot where the 
noble structure now rears its walls, was but a 
short time since a verdant meadow. Instead 
of the “‘College of Physicians and Surgeons” 
being the only medical college in the State, she 
is but one of many, and might, perhaps, claim 
to be the mother of them all, Instead of a 
solitary hospital, half constructed, we can count 
these schools of practical medicine by the score. 
How unlike our “Alma Mater” when she com- 
menced her career of usefulness. 

Samuel Bard, M.D., LL.D., the first presi- 
dent of the college, was a gentleman literally 
of the old school. He was highly respected, 
almost venerated, by a large circle of influen- 
tial friends; very advanced in years, short of 
stature, and thin in person, stooping considera- 
bly as he walked. He had a small head, large 
mouth, bright eye, dark complexion, and his 
features much wrinkled by age. His appear- 
ance was by no means prepossessing, and his 
delivery anything but pleasing, except when 
arrayed in cocked hat and flowing robe, in 
dignified Latin he delivered parchments to wait- 
ing aspirants. I heard him deliver two or three 
addresses to graduating classes, and, notwith- 
standing the absence of oratorical embellish- 
ments, they were listened to by a popular as- 
sembly with profound attention. Dr. Bard’s 
professional attainments, moral worth, and so- 
cial position were of the first order. His phi- 
lanthropy was proverbial. 


The Gulf Stream, from its climatic influences, 
has some interest to medical men. A naval 
officer who has been engaged several years in 
the course of his professional duty, in studying 
the subject of the origin and progress of the 
Gulf Stream, presents the following proposi- 
tions of the result of his observations and de- 
ductions:—It is of subterranean origin. Its 
progress in a certain direction and rate, is 
caused by the shape and revolutions of this 
planet. It is heated by interior volcanic fires, 
supplied from the igneous portions of the globe. 
It is fed from beneath by a constant flow of 
waters, some of these are the Mediterranean 
and other adjacent seas. The color, heat, cur- 
rent, motion, animalcule, sedges, taste, odor, 
and all the other peculiarities, prove it to be 
subterranean in its origin and progress. The 
trade winds, and the formation of the shore of 
the Gulf of Mexico, have nothing to do with 
the origin, characteristics, and progress of it. 


Statistics of Females.—In 1861, the adult wo- 
men of England numbered six millions; three 
of these six millions labored for their subsist- 
ence, and two of three millions were unmarried, 
and dependent on their own exertions for sub- 
sistence. 
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Dental College in New Orleans.—The remark- 

able impetus that has been given to medical 
teaching in New Orleans, within a few years 
past, has induced some enterprising gentlemen 
of that city to start a Dental College. With 
characteristic modesty, its newspapers claim 
that New Orleans dentists rank before all others 
in America, after having sturted with the propo- 
sition that the dental profe-sion in America is 
decidedly ahead of that in any other country! 
The inference is so plain, that being much in 
need of a set of artificial teeth, we shall think 
seriously whether it will not be worth a trip to 
New Orleans to get them. Perhaps some den- 
tist there (O! it would be grand to have it done 
by the best one!) would give us a “‘ sample”—or, 
perhaps, we might be taken before the clinic 
and made an ex-sample of for the benefit of the 
class! But, by all means, give us a New 
Orleans set of teeth. They would do to affirm 
by! 
We are glad that a Dental College is about to 
be established in this important city, and feel 
sure that it will prove a decided success. We 
notice with pleasure that our old friend, Dr. N. 
B. Benedict, occupies two chairs in the institu- 
tion, those of Anatomy and Physiology and 
Materia Medica and Special Therapeutics. Dr. 
John S. Clark, 140 Canal street, is Dean of the 
Faculty. 


Life-Saving Apparatus—Among the items of 
appropriation by Congress at its late session, 
we find the following: 

“For the purchase of the right to use in the 
navy, if in the opinion of the Secretary of the 
Navy it shall be deemed expedient, Davidson’s 
boat lowering, attaching, and detaching appa- 
_ a sum not exceeding ten thousand dol- 
ars.” 

We are assured that this is a valuable inven- 
tion, and that its adoption in the navy will 
save many lives. We presume, too, that its 


purchase by the government throws open the | 


right to its universal adoption. The benefits 
resulting from its adoption must be incalculable 
to our sea-faring citizens, as, during ship- 
wrecks, much of the loss of life is occasioned 
by lowering boats in the attempt to escape 
from the wreck. 


Army and Navy Intelligence.—A Board of Me- 
dical Officers, to consist of Surgeons C. A. Fin- 
ley, C. McDougall, and W. J. Sloan, has been 
ordered to assemble in New York city, on the 
Ist of May next, or as soon thereafter as prac- 
ticable, for the examination of Assistant-Sur- 
geons for promotions, and such candidates for 
appointment as may be invited to present 
themselves before the Board. 

Assistant-Surgeon C. T. Alexander has been 
ordered to report to Surgeon De Camp, at St. 
Louis, Mo., for temporary duty. 

Thirty-five thousand five hundred and fifty 
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dollars were appropriated by Congress at its 
last session, for the year ending June 30, 1861, 
‘‘for Surgeons necessaries and appliances for 
the sick and hurt of the Navy, including the 
engineer and marine corps.” 


Toleration of Large Quantities of Oil of Turpen- 
tine —Dr. Macavoy, of this city, has communi- 
cated a remarkable instance of half a pint of 
turpentine being swallowed by a patient at in- 
tervals within four, or, at most, five hours. 
He had been suffering in the morning from 
severe hemorrhage from the lungs, for which Dr, 
Macavoy had directed turpentine to be given in 
ordinary doses. The hemorrhage ceased, and 
the patient was ordered to resort to the turpen- 
tine again if it should recur. At night it re- 
turned, and the patient being greatly alarmed, 
on his own responsibility, took the turpentine in 
tablespoonful doses, which were repeated until 
the hemorrhage ceased and a half a pint of the 
remedy wasconsumed. No unfavorable conse- 
quences resulted, excepting, as the patient re- 
marked, a feeling of intoxication; and the 
hemorrhage has never since that time returned. 

We recollect an instance which occurred a 
few years ago, in which an inebriated man took 
upa bowl filled with the oil of turpentine, suppos- 
ing it to be whisky, and drank the greater part 
of it before discovering the error. He com- 
plained of pain in the abdomen, but soon went 
: sleep, and experienced no ill effects from the 

ose. 


Breeding of Tapeworm.—By a recent experi- 
ment made on the human subject, Mr. Kuchen- 
meister has again succeeded in demonstrating 
that the cysticercus cellulosa becomes metamor- 
phosed into the tenia solium of man. A man, 
under sentence of death, was induced to eat 
some pork containing cysticerci. The culprit 
was executed on March 3l1st, 1860; and on post 
mortem examination, one-half of the cysticerci 
swallowed were found to have become converted 
into flat worms. Eleven tapeworms, with per- 
fectly developed joints, were found in the intes- 
tines, the largest measuring five feet. 


Hyrtil’s Anatomy has just been published in 
Germany. The author says, that, for thirty 
years, no treatise on practical anatomy has ap- 
9 in Germany, and acknowledges that his 

ook has been written for a livelihood. This 
differs from the practice in this country, where 
such works often appear and disappear, and 
where the real selfish object of their issue is 
never so candidly acknowledged. 


The Druggist, of Cincinnati, has again appro- 
priated material from our pages without ac- 


knowledgment. Henceforth the Druggist may 
“count us out” of its exchange list. 


_A Clinic for Mental Diseases has been estab- 
lished at the University of Bologna. 
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New Orleans School of Medicine.—This flourish- 
ing institution held its annual commencement 
on the 15th inst. There were seventy-three 

aduates. The address to the graduates was 

elivered by Austin Flint, Jr., M. D., Professor 
of Phygiology—the valedictory address by Mr. 
D. Sidney Kelly, Jr., of Louisiana, one of the 
graduates. 

The progress of medical teaching in New 
Orleans is unprecedented, the number of stu- 
dents having increased, in two years, from 200 
to nearly ! 


Longevity of a Horse.—A horse belonging to 
Dr. Joseph R. Lotz, of this place, (New Berlin, 
Pa.,) died last week, says a correspondent. 
Had he lived until September, he would have 
attained the unusual age of forty years, nearly 
twice the usual lifetime of the horse. Until 
within about one year he was able to do good 
service. At a very moderate calculation the 
Doctor has driven him around the world more 
than three times, 


A new fact in the history of aluminum con- 
sists in its now being reduced in the hands of 
the gold beater, in France, into leaves as thin 
as those of silverand gold. These results have 
been arrived at only with very great difficulty. 
The annealing of the alluminum must be fre- 
quently repeated, and cannot be performed in 
the ordinary manner as with silver and gold. 
Otherwise, the operation of beating is conduc- 
ted in the usua! manner. 


Medical College of Alabama.—This new institu- 
tion, located at Mobile, closed its session on the 
14th instant. The degree of Doctor of Medi- 
cine was conferred on thirty-one graduates. 
This shows a remarkably successful beginning. 
The closing address, on behalf of the faculty, 
was given by F. A. Ross, Jr., M. D., and the 
valedictory by Mr. M. L. Ramsey, of Sumter 
county, Alabama, one of the graduates. 


Physician to the Queen of Great Britain.—Dr. 
William Jenner has been appointed physician 
to the Queen, in place of Dr. Baly, who was 
recently killed by a railway accident. Dr. Jen- 
ner is mostly known in this country as the author 
of some monographs on subjects connected with 
practical medicine. 


ignation—The St. Louis Republican says 
that Dr. McPheeters has forwarded his resig- 
nation as Physician and Surgeon to the United 
States Marine Hospital of that city, which post 
he has filled for more than four years past. 


"Medical Appointment by the President.—Dr. 
Calloway has been — as Surgeon in 


the Marine Hospital at Paducah. 


COMMUNICATIONS RECEIVED. 
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A Tendency to Osseous Disease.—Dr. Cooper, of 
San Francisco, says, that in California, there ig 
a greater tendency to uffections of the bones, 
joints, and periosteum, than in other countries, 

Injuries of the periosteum, from a simple 
bruise, very frequently lead to destruction of 
bone, and sprains produce diseases of joints 
only curable by exsection. 

He says that he frequently exsects diseased 
bones about the ankle joint, as the consequence 
of sprains, and that the pressure of the plates 
of artificial teeth is oftea the cause of disease of 
the periosteum of the jaw. 


A piece of meteoric iron weighing 2,000 pounds, 
found in Tucson, Arisona, is about to “ sent 
to the Smithsonian Institute. A smaller piece, 
found in the same place, has been used for sev- 
eral years for an anvil in a blacksmith’s shop. 


MARRIED. 
RussELL—Parne.—March 17th, 1861, John H. 
Russell, M.D., of Unionville, Iowa, and Miss A. 8S. 
Payne, of Centreville, Iowa. 





DIED. 
CaNTWELL.—On March 19th, at his residence, in 
Blairsville, Indiana county, Pa., Dr. T. J. Cantwell, 
in the 38th year of his age. 


——= 
Answers to Correspondents. 


W. J. McH.—Gelatine tubes for fistula lachrymalis cost thirty- 
seven cents each. Gemrig, Kolbé, or Helmbold will supply 
them. 


B. B. C—Dr. Norwood’s tincture of veratrum viride is the 
preparation most in use in this city. His article calling atten- 
tion to the great merits of veratrum viride was published about 
tem years ago. It had been used previously by several practi- 
tioners, but its use has only been well understood by the pro- 
fession during the last few years. 


Suburban Practitioner.—Copies of the regulations of those 
societies will be sent to you. 


W. S—The “radical cure truss,” to which you refer, is a sim- 
ple but efficient hard pad truss, and is made by McClenachan, 
Seventh street, above Arch. 


W. D—We have used the chlorate of potash in such quantities, 
and in such varied conditions, as to convince us that in ordinary 
doses it has no toxic properties, and have no faith in the cur- 
rent reports of its action as.an irritant poison. Records of ob- 
servation of its therapeutic use will be acceptable for publica- 
tion. 


Drs. E. R. B., Ohio, and T. J. S, Penn’a—Your payments 
are correct, to Nos. 232 and 236 respectively, and you are 80 
credited on our books. 

—o——_ 
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Alabama—Dr. 8. P. Smith, (with encl.,) Dr. D. W. Smith. 
Arkansas—Dr. D. D. Hitehcock. Connecticut—Dr. D. P. Fran. 
cis, (with enel.,) Dr. L.J. Sanford, (with encl.) Dr. R. Hubbard, 
T. @. White, Dr. H. 8. Dean, (with encl,) Dr. T. Dimmock, (with 
encl.,) Dr. C. P. Bromley, (with enel.,) Dr. J. Palmer, (with 
encl.,) Dr. C. H. Rodgers, (with encl.,) Dr. C. C. Cundal, (with 
encl.,) Dr. J. W. Martin, {with fencl.,) Dr. J. B. Whitecomb, 
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(with encl.,) Dr. W. Woodbridge, (with encl.,) Dr. W. H. Cogs- 
well, (with encl.,) Dr. 8. D. Grant, (with encl.,) Dr. L. D. Pelton, 
(with encl.) Dr. M. White, (with encl.,) Dr. J. W. Johnston, 
(with encl.,) Dr. D. 8. Hall, (with encl.,) Dr. E. Bentley, (with 
encl.,.) Dr. M. Manning, (with encl.,.) Dr. W. K. Brewer, (with 
encl.,.) Dr. J. W. Lawton, (with encl.,) Dr. J. Langdon, (with 
encl.,) Dr. E. W. Brainerd, (with encl.,) Dr. 8. J. Salisbury, (with 
encl.,) Dr. W. ,Woodrough, (with encl.,) Dr. J. W. Pardee, 
(with encl.,) Dr. H. E. Way,(with encl.,) Dr. R. Tracy, (with 
encl.,) Dr. D. Calkins, (with encl.,) Dr. L. E. Dickson, (with encl.,) 
Dr. J. S. Burges, (with encl.,) Dr. J. Deacon, (with encl.,) Dr. G. 
G. Jacques, (with encl.,) Dr. E. G. Griggs, (with enel.,) Dr. C. 
W. Jacques, (with encl.,) Dr. T. Webster, (with encl.,) Dr. A. 
Skinner, (with encl.,) Dr. 8S. G. Risley,(with encl.,) Dr. F. C. 
Bailey, (with encl.,) Dr. G. H. Preston, (with encl.,) Dr. H. G. 
Hall, (with encl.,) Dr. B. W. Gay, (with encl ,) Dr. A. W. Coates, 
(with encl.,) Dr. N. Brigham, (with encl,) Dr. W. A. Bennett, 
(with encl.) Delaware—Dr. D. W. Maull. IUinois—Dr. 8. F. 
Hance, Dr. N. M. Cooper. Jowa—Dr. 8. H. Sawyers, Dr. J. Wil- 
lismson, (with encl.) Louisiana—Dr. N. B. Benedict. Massa- 
chusetts—Dr. Buckingham, Dr. H. H. Mitchell. Maryland—Dr. 
P. A. Healey, (with encl.,) Dr. A. Gerstell, (with encl.) New 
Jersey—Dr. P. T. Tunison, (with encl.,) Dr. L. Raenberger, 
(with encl.,) Dr. 8. Wickes, Dr. R. W. Elmer, (with encl.,) Dr. 
J. Schanck. New York—Dr. Louis Bauer, (2,) Dr. E. J. Ford, 
(with encl.,) Dr. G. D. Slocum, (with encl.,) Dr. John Swinburne, 
(with encl.,) Dr. G. F. Collins, (with encl.,) Dr. 0. T. Bundy & 
Son, (with encl.,) Dr. &. D. Willard, Dr. J. McCall, (with encl.,) 
Dr. H. G. Luther, Dr. Elisha Harris. Ohio—Dr. H. Cooney, 
(with encl.,) Dr. P. W. Chase, (with encl.,) Drs. J. & D. Walker, 
(with encl..) Dr. H. Culbertson, Dr. N. B. Cotton, (with encl.,) 
Dr. H. C. Coffman, (with encl.,) Dr. R. 8. Newton, (with encl. for 
Dr. C.T. Hart of Mo.,) Dr. M. Hawes, Dr. E. R. Bell, (with encl.,) 
Dr. B. F. Coates, (with encl.,) Dr. J. Vertessy, (with encl.,) Dr. 
R. H. Johnson, (with encl.) Pennsylvania—Dr. W. R. Hull, 
(with encl.,) Dr. J. Sandt, Dr. J. N. Beck, (with encl..) Dr. A, 
L. Cressler, (with encl.,) Dr. J. Burkholder, (with encl.,) Dr. E. 
J. Say, Dr. D. L. Batdorff, Dr. S. R. Rittenhouse, Dr. J. H. 
Musser, (with encl..) Dr. T. J. Swisher, Dr. G. R. Lewis. South 
Carolina—Dr. G. Caulier, (with encl.) TZennessee—Dr. J. E. 
Reveley. Virginia—Dr. A. Osburn, (with encl.,) Dr. R. Camp- 
bell. Wisconsin—Dr. J. F. Reeve. 


Office Payments—Dr. E. Hottenstein, [Pa.,] Dr. J. M. Lazzell, 
[Va.,] Dr. N. F. Ritter, [Pa.,] Dr. N. E. Barnes, [Pa.,] Dr. J. 
Breitenback, [Pa..] Dr. J. J. Davis, [Md.,] Dr. J. A. Ramsey, 
[Pa.] By Mr. Swayne: Drs. A. Weeks, Larrison, 9. Sproul, 
Macnichol, Truman, Weber, Simons, Pearsoll, and Kheinstein. 
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New York, March 23d, 1861. 
Editors Medical Reporter : 

GentLemEN:—In reducing the price of my INHALERS from 
$5 to $3 50, I was misled by an error in estimating the cost of 
their manufacture, and I consequently fixed the price at a less 
sum than they can be afforded. The price will hereafter be estab- 
lished at $4 each. Being anxious to dispése of them at the lowest 
possible rate, and having induced my manufacturer to make a 
tlight reduction, the price will hereafter be uniform. 

Yours respectfully, 
H. GILES LUTHER, 
42 Great Jones Street, N. ¥. 


P.8.—Persons wishing for the Agency for the sale of the 
above for any State or City, will please address me. 


~ 


| ee ON AURAL AND OPHTHALMIC MEDICINE. 
Dr. TURNBULL will deliver his Introductory to his Course 
of Lectures on Aural and Ophthalmic Medicine and Surgery, on 
MONDAY, April 1st, at 12 o'clock, M., at the new Lecture Room 
of — eee app be 1518 LOMBARD Street. 

‘ofession an ents of Medicine are r tfully in- 
Vited to attend. —— 
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ELIXIR 


OF 


PROPYLAMINE. 


—o—— 


The New Remedy 


FOR 


RHEUMATISM. 


—o——— 


We have introduced the Crystaline Chloride of Propylamine 
very extensively to the Medical Profession during the past 
year, and have received many testimonials of its remarkable 
success in the cure of Rheumatism, where all other remedies 
had failed. 


A full report of its trial in the Pennsylvania Hospital, in this 
city, will be found in the numbers of the Medical and Surgical 
Reporter of May 19th, 23d, 26th, and June 9th, 1860, extracts 
from which we have published, and will send on application. 


Many Physicians have requested us to prepare it in a form 
more convenient for administration,aad in such a manner as to 
disguise its odor and taste. The new form in which we now 
offer it to the profession will be found to meet all these require 
ments. 


THE ELIXIR 


Is prepared according tothe published formula, each table- 
spoonful representing three grains of the Chloride of Propyla- 
mine. It is handsomely put up in bottles containing about 6 
oz. each, and is agreeable to the taste. 


The recent remarkable cures which have come under our 
notice, enable us to offer it with confidence to the Medical Pro- 
fession as well worthy of a trial. 


THE ELIXIR 


Retails at 75 Cents per Bottle. 


A LIBERAL DISCOUNT 
Will be made to Physicians who purchase by the dozen. 


BULLOCK & CRENSHAW, 
DRUGGISTS 


AND 


MANUFACTURING CHEMISTS, 
Nos. 103 and 105 


NORTH SIXTH 8T., ABOVE ARCH, 


PHILADELPHIA. 








ADVERTISEMENTS. 


WM. S. MERRELL & C0., 
MANUFACTURING PHARMACIANS, 


AND 


WHOLESALE DEALERS 


IN 


AMERICAN & FOREIGN MEDICINES, 
Nos. 110 & 112 North Third St., 


CINCINNATI. 


The above Proprietors are the oldest Apothecaries in the city, 
having commenced business here thirty-three years ago. But, 
of late years, they have dropped off the trade in Paints, Oils, 
Dye Stuffs, and the like usual accompaniments of the Drug 
Trade, and confined themselves chiefly to MEDICINES and 
CHEMICALS, including the Furniture and other Stock required 
by Physicians. 

They have, at the same time, greatly extended their 
business into the line of the INDIGENOUS MATERIA 
MEDICA, till, in that branch, theirs is, doubtless, the largest 
House in America; and they have added a complete DRUG 
MILL Establishment, and an extensive MEDICAL LABORA- 
TORY. 

Tkey thus compete with the best Eastern Drug Mills in 
GRINDING and POWDERING Medicines of all kinds—with the 
Shakers in PRESSED HERBS and Roc*s and Common Extracts 
—with Tilden & Co., and others, in ALCOHOLIC EXTRACTS— 
with them and Thayer & Co., and others, in the FLUID EX- 
TRACTS, and with Kirth & Co., and others, in the ISOLATED 
MEDICINAL PRINCIPLES, which, indeed, they were the first 
to prepare and introduce to the profession. And they are now 
bringing before the Profession a new class of medicinal agents, 
under the name of “ ESSENTIAL TINCTURES,” (which name 
they claim as their trade mark,) which are more definite, un- 
changeable, and certain in their operation than any Liquid Pre- 
parations ‘before introduced. These are everywhere highly 
appreciated by Physicians of all Schools who have given them a 
trial. 


They.also prepare all the Syrups, Tinctures, Ointments, Plas- 
ters, etc., of the different Dispensatories. 


All articles warranted of prime quality or subject to be re- 
turned, and prices as low as those of any other house. 

Terms CASH, except to druggists of known standing. To such 
the usual discount to the trade will be made, and six months 
time given on bills over $100, payable with exchange on New 
York. 

For further information send for their Catalogue and Price 
Current. 228-ly. 





DENTAL INSTRUMENTS—TEETH. 
JOHN KLEIN, 


No. 22 North Eighth Street, Philadelphia, 
MANUFACTURER OF ALL KINDS OF 
PORCELAIN TEETH, DENTAL INSTRUMENTS, 
MATERIALS, &c., 
WHOLESALE AND RETAIL. 


RACTICAL COURSE OF INSTRUCTION IN URINARY 
PATHOLOGY. By JOHN W. LODGE, M. D. 

Dr. Lodge will commence a Course upon the above-named Sub- 
ject, about the FIRST OF APRIL, to continue until the FIRST 
OF JULY, embracing a Series of TWENTY LECTURES and 
PRACTICAL DEMONSTRATIONS. 

The object of the Course will be to extend an opportunity to 
those desirous of becoming familiar with the Chemical Ph 
ology of the Urine, its various Pathological Deposits, their 
croscopic Characters, Diagnosis, and Therapeutical Indications, 

Arrangements have been made by which specimens of the 
most important urinary deposits occurring in the several hos 
pitals of the city can be obtaincd. 

For further information apply to 

DR. J. W. LODGE, 


No.123 Soath Seven th Street, 
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Fee for the Course $10,00 


THE TRUSS AND BANDAGE 

BUSINESS OF THE LATE DR. McCLENACHAN 
No. 50 Norta Seventh STREET, will be continued by MRS§, 
McCLENACHAN. 

MR. G. W. TAYLOR, who has had more than twenty years 
experience in this branch of Mechanical Surgery, and who bas 
been engaged in this establishment for many years, will take. 
charge of the Male Department. Ladies will be attended by 
MRS. McCLENACHAN, 

Physicians can rely on getting the most approved 

RADICAL CURE and other TRUSSES, 
FEMALE SUPPORTERS, 
SHOULDER BRACES, 
ELASTIC STOCKINGS. 
— APPARATUS 
For weak and curved spines, 
INSTRUMENTS YOR ALL DEFORMITIES. 
Private entrance for Ladies. 


TRUSS 


AND 


CONNECTED WITH 

NEEDLES’ PHARMACEUTICAL STORE, 

12TH AND Race STREETS, PHILADELPHIA. 

C. H. NEEDLES’ experience in ADJUSTING TRUSSES 
(gained by attention to same during the past ten years,) autho 
rizes the assurance to Medical gentlemen, that such of theif 
Patients as require 


MECHANICAL REMEDIES, 


will receive at his Establishment faithful and judicious attem: 
tion. His Stock of 


TRUSSES 


embraces an extensive variety of true FRENCH, and the most 
approved AMERICAN, adapted to every form ot Hernia ia” 


adults and children. 


A LADIES DEPARTMENT 


Attended by Ladies, was opened some years ago, in connection 
with above, with flattering results. 175 


MINCINNATI.— 

I will resume my Course of Demonstrations of Anatoatyi 
in relation to Medicine and Surgery, Monday, March 11th, ia” 
the Dental College Building. q 

These Demonstrations embrace the Medical and Surgical Ans) 
tomy of the Viscera, the Neck, Groin, Perineum, the Joints, et 
Also, the distribution and relations of the Sympathetic, Phew 
mogastric, and Fifth Pair of Nerves. 

Ticket to the course, Ten Dollars. 

Physicians and Students wishing instructions in Ope: 
Surgery will be accommodated at » & time. 

Material abundant at moderate p 

ddress WM. CLENDENIN, M. D., 
Southeast corner Seventh and Vine, 
mh2 Cincinnati. 
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